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1. HEREWITH FULL TEXT JOSEPH ALSOP OP ED COLUMN FRIDAY, 
JUNE 14, WASHPOST HEADLINED "THE POLITICAL ROLE OF THE 
MEDIA." 

2. IT IS A TIME TO STOP BEING MEALY-MOUTHED. IFTHEU.S. 
GOVERNMENT LOSES THE INVALUABLE SERVICES OF SECRETARY OF 
STATE HENRY A. KISSINGER, THE ENORMOUS, WATERGATE-INDUCED 
SELF IMPORTANCE OF THE AMERICAN PRESS WILL BE TO BLAME. 

3. IF THE U.S. DOLLAR- YOUR DOLLAR AND MY DOLLAR-LOSES 

A LOT OF ITS VALUE ON THE WORLD MARKETS; AND IF AMERICAN 
FOREIGN POLICY ALSO JOINS AMERICAN ECONOMIC POLICY ON THE 
DUNG-HEAP OF DISORDER, YOU CAN THANK YOUR FRIENDLY MEDIA. 

4. IT IS THE SMARMIEST KIND OF HYPOCRISY TO PRETEND 
THAT THE PRESS WAS NOT DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR DR. 
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KISSINGER S DECISION TO RESIGN HIS OFFICE UNLESS HIS NAME 
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COULD BE PROMPTLY AND DECISIVELY CLEARED. 

5. ON LAST THURSDAY, HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM ONE OF THE 
GREATEST AND MOST TOTALLY EXHAUSTING DIPLOMATIC FEATS IN 
RATHER MORE THAN A CENTURY; THE SECRETARY WAS BEING VERY 
MODEST IF HE MERELY THOUGHT HE HAD "DESERVED WELL OF THE 
REPUBLIC"— IN THE PHRASE OF OLD ROME; 

6. HIS RECEPTION WAS A SAVAGE AND DISGUSTING PRESS CON- 
FERENCE, DURING WHICH HE WAS TREATED LIKE A COMMON CRIMI- 
NAL. AT ONE POINT, ONE OF HIS INTERROGATORS EVEN SUGGEST- 
ED THAT HE MIGHT WELL BE INDICTED FOR PERJURY, AND BELLOW- 
INGLY INQUIRED WHETHER HE HAD ALREADY RETAINED COUNSEL 
TO REPRESENT HIM IN CASE OF A PERJURY INDICTMENT. TO BE 
SURE, ONLY A MINORITY THUS DISGRACED THE FORMERLY HONOR 
ABLE REPORTER’S TRADE. 

7. YET IN THE SUBSEQUENT COMMENTARIES, THE MEMBERS OF THIS 
MINORITY WERE NEVER REBUKED BY THEIR COLLEAGUES. INSTEAD 
DR. KISSINGER WAS REBUKED. THE CLIMAX CAME ON THE EVENING 
OF MONDAY, WHEN THE NEW YORK TIMES HIT THE STREETS WITH AN 
EDITORIAL ACCUSING DR. KISSINGER OF "DISSEMBLING" IN 

TONES MAJESTICALLY COMBINING SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS AND 
PECKSNIFFERY. TELEGRAPHED TO SALZBURG, THE EDITORIAL 
PROMPTLY TRIGGERED DR. KISSINGER'S PRESS CONFERENCE AND 
RESIGNATION STATEMENT ON TUESDAY. 

8. THOSE ARE THE PLAIN FACTS. WHAT HAS HAPPENED CANNOT 
BE COMPREHENDED WITHOUT THOSE FACTS. YET, THIS REPORTER 
HAS SEEN NO ACCOUNT OF DR. KISSINGER'S THREAT TO RESIGN 
THAT HAS SET FORTH THE FACTS EITHER FULLY OR FORTHRIGHTLY. 
OVER ALL, IT SEEMS A MITE ODD FOR THE MAJOR POLITICAL 
ROLE OF THE PRESS TO BE LEFT OUT OF THE ACCOUNTING, WHEN 
WE HAVE TAKEN TO HOLDING OUT PUBLIC MEN SO STRICTLY AC- 
COUNTABLE. 

9. THIS IS THE FIRST PART OF THE PREVAILING TRIPLE 
STANDARD IN WASHINGTON. AS TO THE OTHER PART, THAT JUST- 
IFIES THE WORD 'TRIPLE,'" IT IS SIMPLE ENOUGH. DR. 

KISSINGER HAS IN FACT BEEN ACCUSED OF "DISSEMBLING," AND 
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HAS EVEN HEARD THE WORD "PERJURY" HURLED AT HIM BECAUSE 
OF A CRUCIAL NATIONAL SECURITY MATTER INVOLVING LESS THAN 
A SCORE OF WIRETAPS. UNDER THE LAW, SUCH WIRETAPS ARE EN- 
TIRELY PERMISSABLE FOR NATIONAL SECURITY PURPOSES. 

10. ONE WONDERS, THEN, WHY IT WAS SO SHOCKING FOR A 
SERVANT OF THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION TO WORRY ABOUT NATIONAL 
SECURITY TO THE EXTENT OF KNOWINGLY APPROVING UNDER A 
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SCORE OF WIRETAPS AFTER ALL, NATIONAL SECURITY WIRETAPS 
WERE VERY MUCH MORE NUMEROUS IN THE TRUMAN ADMINISTRATION, 

AND THEY WERE VASTLY MORE NUMEROUS IN THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY. 

1 1 . THIS REPORTER. WITH A KNOWN THREE WIRETAPS TO HIS 
CREDIT, ALL PRE-NIXON, HAS LONG HELD THE DOCTRINE THAT IF 
YOU HAVE NOT BEEN TAPPED, YOU HAVE BEEN SLACKING ON YOUR 
JOB. AS TO THE JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION, PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON SENSIBLY DID NOT TRUST THE LATE J. EDGAR HOOVER-- 
SO HE HAD THE SECRET SERVICE DO THE TAPPING FOR HIM, AGAIN 
ON A MAJOR SCALE. IN SHORT, THE SERVANTS OF THE NIXON 
ADMINISTRATION ARE PLAINLY BEING JUDGED BY DIFFERENT TESTS 
THAN THOSE THAT PREVAILED IN HAPPIER TIMES. 

12. SO WE COME BACK TO THE WATERGATE-INDUCED SELF- 
IMPORTANCE OF THE AMERICAN PRESS THAT WAS NOTED AT THE 
OUTSET, NOTING THIS IS NOT MEANT TO DETRACT FOR ONE 
MOMENT FROM THE GREAT ACHIEVEMENT OF EXPOSING THE CRIMES 
AND SQUALORS THAT NOW GO BY THE NAME OF WATERGATE. 

13. YET IT SEEMS THIS SUCCESS HAS NOW LED TO A NEW AND 
DANGEROUS SITUATION. SOME PEOPLE HAVE NOW OPENLY BEGUN 
TO FOLLOW THE RULE: "I LL BE JUDGE, I'LL BE JURY," SAID 
CUNNING OLD FURY," I,LL TRY THE WHOLE CAUSE, AND CONDEMN 
YOU TO DEATH." 

14. MEANWHILE SEN. J. WILLIAM FULBRIGHT, WHO HAS SEEN 
MORE THAN MERE LEAKED BITS OF THE TOTAL DATA, IS REPORT 
EDLY CONFIDENT THAT DR. KISSINGER DID NOT DISSEMBLE WHEN 
HE APPEARED BEFORE THE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE. 
FURTHERMORE, EVEN WITH CUNNING OLD FURY, ONE SUPPOSES 
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THAT SOME VAGUE NOTIONS OF NATIONAL SECURITY USUALLY PRE- 
VAILED. (END TEXT) SISCO 
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